INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY/DISTRICT
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

Property/District Name: Thomas Solley Farm Survey Number : AN-982

Project: _Tanvard Springs Subdivision Agency: COE

Site visit by MHT Staff: _X_ no ___ yes Name Date

Eligibility recommended Eligibility “we® recommended __X__

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None
Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map)

The Thomas Solley Farm, consisting of 104 acres, a mid-19th-century farmhouse, corn crib,
barn, horse stable and cemetery, is situated between Marley Neck Road and Solley Road in
northeastern Anne Arundel County. Though one of the last remaining mid-19th century farm
complexes in this portion of the county, the property no longer retains the integrity
necessary to qualify for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

The Solley farmhouse may have been built in the 1840s by Thomas Solley and later expanded to
its present form in the late 19th century by his son, George H. Solley. The property
supported the cultivation of fruit trees, primarily peach orchards, during the 19th and into
the 20th century. The property remained in the Solley family until the 1950s.

“Me main residence on the property is a two-story frame T-house covered with a cross-gable
2oof. The house rests on a brick foundation, has weatherboard siding and asphalt shingles
on the roof. Brick nogging is found in the walls throughout the house. The house is
vernacular, with architectural detailing limited to the raking cornice which is decorated
with a scalloped barge board. The house has been vacant for years and stands in deteriorated
condition. Many of the original 6/6 windows are missing and weatherboard siding is pulling
off in places. The current status of the above-noted secondary resources is not known.

According to the Anne Arundel County survey, this is one of only six T houses in the county
and, at the time of the survey, provided a good example of its form. Since then, however,
the condition of the house has deteriorated severely and no longer conveys its significance.
The property no longer retains its integrity of design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling or association. The property is, therefore, not eligible for listing under Criterion
C. The property is not associated with persons or events significant to our past and is thus
not eligible under Criteria A or B.

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:Copy of MHT Inventory Form in
Inventory Notebooks; original in possession of Anne Arundel County.

Prepared by:Donna Ware, Historic Sites Planner, Anne Arundel County

Kimberly Prothro Williams July 21, 1997
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date
NR proggam concurrence : X yes no not appli7able
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Reviewer, NR progkam ! Date
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Survey No. AN=982

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT

I. Geographic Region:
Eastern Shore {(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil)
X Western Shore {Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles,
Prince George’'s and St. Mary’s)
Piedmont (Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll,
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery)
Western Maryland (Allegany, Garrett and Washington)
II. Chronological/Developmental Periods:
Paleo-Indian © 10000-7500 B.C.
Early Archaic 7500-6000 B.C.
Middle Archaic 6000-4000 B.C.
Late Archaic 4000-2000 B.C.
Early Woodland 2000-500 B.C.
Middle Woodland 500 B.C. - A.D. 900
Late Woodland/Archaic A.D. 900-1600
Contact and Settlement A.D. 1570-1750
Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815
X Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
X Industrial /Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930
Modern Period A.D. 1930-Present
Unknown Period ( prehistoric historic)
III. Prehistoric Period Themes: IV. Historic Period Themes:
Subsistence Agriculture
Settlement X Architecture, Landscape Architecture,
and Community Planning
Political Economic (Commercial and Industrial)
Demographic Government /Law
Religion Military
Technology Religion
Environmental Adaptation Social/Educational/Cultural
Transportation
V. Resource Type:
Category: Building
Historic Environment: Rural
Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling

Known Design Source:
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Survey No. AA-982

Magi Wo.

Maryland Histerical Trust |
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historie Thomas Solley Farm

sndror common  Thomas Solley Farm
2. Location

{750 It. east of Marley Neck Road and

atreet & number Marley Neck Road  approx. 2 miles N. of Rt. 648) —— 1Ot for pubfication
city, town Glen Burnie _X_vicinity of congressional district
state MDD county Ame Arundel
[ ¥ 4.1 [ ]
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— digtriet — . public X _occupled —_agriculture — muUsSUM
X _buliding(s) _X_ private — unoctupied — commercial — park
—_structure ___ both — work in progress ____ educational _X_ private residence
—tlte Public Acquisitien Accessible — triertainment — roligious
— object —_ inprocesa X _ yes: restricted — - pOvernment — SClontitic
— being considered — yes: ynrestricted — industriat —. transportation
y _X not applicable _no — military ____ other:

4. Owner of Property (sive names and mailing addresses of all owners)

nsme Jane Pumphrey Nes (c/o Charles L. Pumphrey & Co., Inc.)

702 Keyser Building
street & number 207 E. Redwood Streat telephone no.: §85-7104

city, town Baltimore state and zi{p code MD 21202
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouss, registry of desds, eic. Anne Arundel Coumty Courthouse liber WGL 2661
stroet & number Chairch Circle folio 861
ey, own  Amapolis ' stste MD

6. Representation in Existing ristorical surveys

tite none
date —fodersl ___stats ____county ____ local
depository for survey records

olty, town state
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7. Description Survey No. AA-982
Condition Check ene Check one
— excellent — Oeterlorated _X unafhtered —X originsi sita
X _ good —ruins — ahtered ___moved  date of move
-— el — UneRposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements a¢ it exists today.

See attached.
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8. Significance Survey No. AA~982

Perios Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

——prehistoric ___ archeoiogy-prehistoric community planning _ isndscape srchitecture. . religion

~—-— 1400-1499 __ archeoiogy-historic —— Conservation - law — Sclonce

- 1500-1599 ___ agriculture —— economics ~—— {Horature ~— sculpture

~— 1600-1899 _X architecturs —— sducation ~——— military — sacial/

—=1700-1798 __ ort —— engineering — Music humaniterisn

—X_ 1800-1899 ____ commerce - exploration/settioment ____ philosophy - theatat

— 1900- —— communications — industry —— politics/government . transportation
— invention —— other (specity)

Specific dates Bullder/Arehitoct

check: Applicable Criteria: A _B _C _Dp

and/or

Applicable Exception: _ A B c D E F _6

i e

Level of Significance: __national ._Sstate __ local

Prepare both a suwmnary paragraph of significance angd 4 gencral statemont of histoxy and
support. \

See Attached,
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AA-982
#7 DESCRIPTION

The Thomas Solley Farm, consisting of approximately 104 acres, is situated between
Marley Neck Road (on the west) and Solley Road (on the east) in northeastern Anne Arundel
County. The mid-19th century farmhouse, com crib, barn, horse stable and cemetery is one of the
Jast remaining mid-19th century farm complexes in this portion of the county.

The farmhouse is a frame two-story Victorian Vernacular dwelling based on a cross-wing
plan. The house rests on a brick foundation, has weatherboard siding and a cross-gable roof
covered with asphalt shingles. The cross wings are of equal size and are set perpendicular to each
other; one running east-west, the other north-south. The north-south wing extends south from
the centerpoint of the east-west wing. The Solley farmhouse may have been built in the 1840s
and expanded to its present form in the late 19th century. However, since the interior was not
examined, this theory can not be substantiated. The 1845 U. S. Coast & Geodetic Map shows a
dwelling in the same location as the present house.

The house faces west toward Marley Neck Road and Marley Creek beyond. The principle
entrance to the dwelling is located on the west elevation in the north-south wing. This elevation
consists of three bays on both floors with the door located in the northernmost bay of the first
floor. The entrance consists of a pancled wood door surmounted by a four-pane transom. The
three bays of the first floor are covered with a hip-roof porch supported by simple wood posts.
The same porch arrangement is scen on the rear (east) elevation. The front (west) gable-end of
the cast-west wing consists of two bays on both floors; while the rear elevation of the same wing
is pierced with a single opening at the first and second floors. The rear doorway is situated
directly across from the front entrance, creating a central passage for the interior room

amrangement.

Two interior brick chimneys with corbeled caps pierce the gable roof ridge line of the
north-south wing; one at the south end and the other at the north. All windows are 6/6 double
hung sash windows with fixed-louvered wooden shutters. Each gable of the house is pierced with
a pair of small rectangular windows or vents at the attic level. The only exterior ornamentation is
confined to scalloped wooden vergeboards or bargeboards on every elevation including the
porches.

A bulkhead entrance to a partial cellar is located on the south elevation. A small gable-
roof hood supported by four posts covers the eatrance. A circa 1900 photograph (from the
collection of Mrs. Charies G. Solley) shows a small shed roof porch covering the cellar entrance.

The interior of the house was not examined. Probate records file in 1958 for the estate of
Charles L. Pumphrey describe the house as having six rooms and one bath. It can therefore be
surmised that there are three principle rooms on each floor.
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A 12 stall horse stable, corn crib and bam are located southeast and east of the house.
The Solley family cemetery is located further to the east. The remains of a small oval horse track
is visible east of the cemetery.

#8 SIGNIFICANCE

The Thomas Solley farm, consisting of a mid-19th century farmhouse, com crib, barmn,
horse stable, and cemetery, is one of few surviving mid-19th century farm complexes in
northeastern Anne Arundel County. It lies on approximately 104 acres of flat, sandy land which
supported the cultivation of fruit trees, primarily peach orchards, during the 19th century and into
the 20th century.

The farmhouse is 2 good example of 8 Vernacular dwelling which utilizes the cross-wing
plan. This type of house is not the usual central-passage plan, Vernacular *I-house” found in
great numbers throughout the country. The cross-wing plan is a variant that developed in the
mid- to late-19th century of which there are less than six examples that survive in Anne Arundel
County.

The Solley Farm was owned by the Solley family during much of the 19th century and into
the 20th century. Dunng the 18th century, much of the property on Marley Neck between Marley
and Stony Creeks was owned by the Jacobs family who lived at Chestnut Hill Farm (east of Solley
Road and north of Nabbs Creek). Zachariah Jacobs operated a tanyard on Marley Creek in the
late 18th century; hence the name of Tanyard Cove.

By the 1830s, a small hamlet had developed in the vicinity inhabited by the Jacobs,
Williams, Robinson, Pumphrey, and Solley families. A school and a Methodist Church were
established in the 18305 on Marley Neck Road. The area later became known as Solley when 2
post office was established in 1898.

The Solley farmhouse may have been built in the 1840s by Thomas Solley and later
expanded to its present form in the late 19th century by his son, George H. Solley. However,
since the interior of the house was not examined, the evolution of the structure is unknown. The
1845 U. S. Coast & Geodetic Map shows a dwelling in the same location as the present house.
The Solley farm is also noted on the 1860 Martenet Map of Anne Arundel County and the 1878
Hopkins' Atlas of Anne Arundel County. George H. Solley is shown as the occupant in 1878 with
the ownership held by the Thomas Solley heirs. George was the son of Thomas and Sarah Solley.
At his father’s death in 1875, George, a bachelor, continued to live at the Solley farm with his
mother until his death in 1914. His mother, Sarah, pre-deceased him in 1904. The property
remained in the Solley family and their descendants until the 1950s, when it was conveyed to
Charles L. and Edna Pumphrey. The present owner, Jane Pumphrey Nes, is their daughter.




JU-10-'97 THU 16:43 1D:AACO PLANNING+ZONING TEL NO:418-222-7255 #1408 PG7

AA.982
Thomas Solley Farm

Addendum: During a site visit conducted in 1995, it was noted that the Jweuing has brick

nogging in its wall structure tlnoughout the house. It appears that the brick nogging extends two-
thirds of the way up the wall. The nogging was visible because the building has deteriorated

nignificmtly.
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9. Major Bibliographical References = survey ¥o. AA-982

°  Anne Arundel County Land Records and Equity Records
Maps: 1845 U. S. Coast & Geodetic Survey Map; 1860 Martenet's Map of Anne Arundel

County; and 1878 G. M. Hopkins' Atlas of Arme Arundel County.
Photograph Collection of Mrs. Charles G. Solley.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 104 acres + .
Quadrangle name ___Curtis Bay Quadrangle scale ___1-5 Minute

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbatl boundary description and justification

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county
county

i

stats code

11. Form Pre?ared B!

nameAitie Domna M, Ware :

organization AA Co. Planning & Zoning dete 1986
street & number Arundel Center seiephons
city or fown Armpolis state MD

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be fouund iu the Annotated
Code of Msryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information end
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

Torure 2o Marwiand Wictorical Trust
Shav House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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